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1, On 29 December 1966, a doclsion was made 1o terminnte
the OXCART Progranm effective 31 Coccmber 1967. An orderly
phage-~down plan for tormination, FCOPE COTION, was implemented
in the Spring of 1967, (See Appendik A for scheduled phosc-down
of aircraft). Becéuée of ths long cad.time ﬁecessary for
spares procaremﬁnt and engine ovorhaul, any chanﬁes te this
phase-~down must bﬂ madc well in advance of the final pﬂ ge-out
date, “ |

2, Developnent Summary:

a, Sznce the A-12 alrceait chieved full 00“?%&11111

capability in late 1960, it hos repeat dly dcmonstz tod
acceptable infliﬁht relinhbility. The fleet now consiots
of nine aivcraft. BSix are oseratio ral, cone ls a test

bed, and one is a two place {rainer. One othor test

aircraft is being placed in storage in accordance wilh
the OXCART vphase-down,

b. As of 306 June 18687, 2470 flights have becn com-

pleted for a total of 4013 fiight hours. 757 f£lights
have been completed (339 during the past year) which have B

reached or exceeded speeds cf Mach 3.0 for a total of
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455 flight nours (249 du;lﬂé the paat year) at or nbove 25X1 g
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Mach 3.0,%;The maximun soeed achdeved has been NMach 3.29,
The maximum altitude acvhioved Ling been 90,000 feot. |
The longest single flicht (4 aix refuelings) has beocan

7 hours 40 minutes. On another f£light 3 hours 5O minvies
were spent at or above Mach 3.0, The 1ongesf sincle
susﬁained,flight time 2% Macu 3.2 and above has been

1 hour 14 minutes., For the nast two years, Mach 3 flights

have been made repsatedly, routinely, and ﬁucccs::ul 1)
) " _a’ 9»

a daily basis,

¢, 'The J-B8 engine continues to perform well,

o
tode

Reliability exnerience pazed upon over 7442 engipne flishis
indicates a reliaoility of 057 for that portion of flight

after initial climb. Thig is representative of the

critical portion of a migsion after the penetration of

denied territory. The OXCART support tést program is

being terminated now at Pratt & Vhitney in accordance with

phase-down instructions. This program involved roduct

improv ment and the correc ion of thozme problems surifaced
in flight. | | '

'd. There are currently five camera systems left in
the operational inventory built by Perkin Elmer. Cae
was lost in an airvcraft crash and two have been s%ewed in

accordance with the OZCART phrse-down. Tuwo cameras buillt

by Eastman Kodak are being pliaced in storage in accordance

”CA RT 249867
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reduce the risk to the aircraft in 2 hostile envircmuent.

Bl

with OZCART phnse-down., Ceonorall the Pcr dn Blimoer
k ’

cameras have a ground rogolution of one feot while the
Eaztman Kodnk cameras hod a sround resolution of 1.5
feet., Acceptable and reliable F“raOf.ﬂncﬂ has boen
demonstrated by both coufiguraticns. In addition, two
canera gysitems mo nvfu,turcd by Hycon are in the flight
valldation phaée, and a third ig in repair.‘ Th@se are
longer focal length camevas with = g?ezrd resolution
of one foot,

Ground gupPO'ﬁ cquipnent and fiight hardvaf@ fmr

I .o hcen placcd

in storage in accordance with the program phase-dowr

One aircraft was configured for flight test of the 3ystem.

I - »:co boon placed in storse

for the same reason.

R b B R R B e el R e I

e. The A-12 adreraft rodar cross-scction has koen

[N

reduced congiderably. Though the aircraft can be dotected

by S0VBILOC radarx, defensive countern2asures equipmqmte

have been aevelogﬂd te sv ed oad installed to congideralbly

T

2\

Due to the phase-down no fu1£LOY new efforts to reduce

raday crOﬁSuSecﬁion are under congideration., Developront

s

completed and is belng tested. DResulis to date are very . -
, ‘ 21

. OXCART _3499-67 :
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encouraging., Upon co

R

mpletien of testing it will be

fleet

!'“:}

introduced to the opsratlional
. All electronic cocuntermsasures equipments
scheduled for curr ent voe in the A-12 are on hand and

operationally vready. These sysiens reze tedly hava been

PS

Lo

v in A-12 eif&r £t. Thie

ed

flown and onerated succassiul
demonstrated capability in cormbination with the oM?:&:xonal
speed and altitude of the aivcralt and tha unlque anti-~
radayr plastic panels on the airirame, ‘give the A-12 an
acceptable level oflinvulnerehility to unfrien@ly'

environments.

£, There have beon four sccidents since the £1ight
program benan in April 1862, As oi 30 J!ne 1967 this
reflects an accldent relinbill ty of 99. 3% All of theszo
accidents were dttributed %o t?&ditional préblems inheront
in aﬁy aircfaft aﬁd did not involve the high Each number
ox high alt -1tude regime of f£lisht. The escape sygtom
successfully'ejv ted the pilot in esch casme. Howevor, in
the laét aceident the pilot was killed o1l im@act with the
ground becaeae of a malfunction yyccluding nan-geat

eparation after ojection from the aircralt,

h. A detailed experience and reliability report

: _ RO
covering the operatiopel A-12 roeconnalssance system through
30 June 1967 is attachcd (Aprondixz B). 25X1A | °
O¥CART o 2499-67
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3. Onerational Sumancy s

a. The OXCART projoct has maintained a Guick Reaction
Concept (Gﬁc) fof A—lz aerial reconnaissance of Cubn |
(EKYLARK) and A-12 nerial recconnalssance of Far Eost
targets (B@ACf QHK<hD)

b, ©On 15 May 1867 the GYCARY dotachment was ordersd
_to deploy to Kadena Aidr Base, Dkinawa and conduct recon-
naissance oyarathns over North Vimﬁnnm. Deployment vas
executed ruccepufully and the fivst OF“?&tiﬁﬁdl nlaslion
was conducte@ on 3] May 1967. Three more misgions were
flown in the period through 30 June 1987,

c. A sumﬁary‘of BLACK SHITLD cﬁploym >nt and orzra-
_tional sorties s listed below:

(1) Do ?IeOY?‘“""'"TT

(a) 22 Mny 1987 ACFT 1O 131 flew non~-3top

25X1A , - from- to Kadena AB, Ok;ﬁ.nmva in 6:10 hovrs, _

The flieght reqgulred »ow -0ff and 3 aerial refuelings
and attained 79,000 feet during cruise at Koch 2.9
for two legs and 3.1 ior one leg.

(b) 24 May 1967 ACFT NO 127 flew non-siop

25X1A from N co £adena 2B, Okinava in 6:00 hours.
The flight was similar to that of ACFT NO 131
above except an altitude of 81,000 feet vas IVRC)
reached during cruize. N
25X1A
NOART NRO
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25X1D (c) 26 Fuy 1967 ACFF NO 129 flew from

_ Waks Island dn 4:30 hours., ILaoding
at Wake Island wag procautiopary due to a mnl-
functioning navigation system. The flight was

made at Mach 2.9 at 76,000 feet altitude. The
aircraft proccoded un@véatfull& to Radena on
27 May 1967. |

(2) OPERATIONAL SOITINS

(a) BSYX-001, 31 May 1967, Mission was
flown af Mach 3.1 and 20,000 feot for a &ﬁgatian
;of 3 5 hours Type I camera was empicyed. The
misslon was succeasful, :  ‘ |

(b) BSX-003, 10 June 1967, Mission was
‘flown at Each 3.1 and 81,000 fecet for a duration
of 4:30 heouwrs. Type I camera was employed.
'miséion was succezzlul. , v

() BX-5705, 20 June 1967. Nission was
flown at Mach 3.1 and 22,000 feet'for a duration

 ,0; 5:30 hours. Type I camera was‘ag@in uzaed, The
mission proved to bé the ﬁcst successful to date.
(d) BX-8705, 30 ftxﬂ 1867, Mission vns
flown at Mach 3.1 and 315000 feet for a durntion

of 5:00 hovrs. Type I comera was used and tho

mission wos uc aaminl,
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d. On the four opzratlonnl nissions listed sahove,

¥ T

the OXCART vwhicl@ chitadned photographic coverage of

Eil

forty-four (44) of thb forty-edient (48) COUOR pricrity

17y

targets 1n North Vietnon, In aﬁditién, ninetsen {(19)
auditional t%rgobg vere covere d. Aporoximately
seventy per cent (70%) of the kncwn SANM sites in Howtn

2

Vietnam were covered and nine (9) now SAM installatlons

S TTAMENOR " T T R ) S

_ were discovered through OXCALT photography.
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